
Are you a New Zealand citizen?

Do you hold a NZ residence class visa? 

Are you an Australian or Singaporean 
citizen? 

Are you an Australian or Singaporean 
permanent resident? 

Is the residential land sensitive for 
another reason?

Is the residential land sensitive for 
another reason?

CONSENT NOT REQUIRED TO PURCHASE

You are not considered an overseas person. 
You can purchase residential land without 

consent.

Do all of the following apply to you?

•	 You hold a NZ residence class visa

•	 You have been residing in NZ for at least the 
immediately preceding 12 months

•	 You have been in NZ for 183 days or more 
in total in the immediately preceding 12 
months

•	 You are ‘tax resident’ in NZ

Do all of the following apply to you?

•	 You have been residing in NZ for at least the 
immediately preceding 12 months

•	 You have been in NZ for 183 days or more 
in total in the immediately preceding 12 
months

•	 You are ‘tax resident’ in NZ

Does an exemption apply?

Do you have a NZ residence  
class visa?

CONSENT NOT REQUIRED TO PURCHASE

You are not considered an overseas person. 
You can purchase residential land without 

consent.

YOU CAN APPLY FOR 
CONSENT TO PURCHASE

You are eligible to apply for consent as 
you hold a NZ residence class visa. You 

must apply for consent before purchasing 
residential land.

YOU WILL NOT GET 
CONSENT TO PURCHASE

You are an overseas person. You are not 
eligible for consent as you do not hold 
a NZ residence class visa. You must not 

purchase residential land.

YESNO

YESNO

YESNO

YESNO

YESNO

YESNO

YESNO

YESNO

YESNO

YESNO

One Home to Live In Eligibility Flowchart

START

Most overseas people are not able to buy homes in New Zealand, but certain overseas people can apply to the Overseas Investment Office for consent to buy one New 
Zealand home and live in it. It is important that you find out whether you need consent to buy before you sign a sale and purchase agreement as there are significant 
penalties if you don’t get consent first. These laws apply to homes that are categorised as ‘residential’ or ‘lifestyle’ on the District Valuation Roll. 
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Do all of the following apply to you?

•	 You have been residing in NZ for at least the 
immediately preceding 12 months

•	 You have been in NZ for 183 days or more 
in total in the immediately preceding 12 
months

•	 You are ‘tax resident’ in NZ

YESNO


